VOLUME XVIII 


CHRISTMAS PARTY TONIGHT! 
(If you get this Saturday) 


A record crowd of around 300 is expected to 
dance, carol, eat, drink, and make merry at the 
Bermuda Palms in San Rafael tonight, or two 
nights ago, or tomorrow night, depending on when 
you get your YODELER. 

The evening's revelry gets underway prompt- 
ly at 8 p.m. with a skit starring such notables as 
Bob Bray, Ian and Dorothy Begg, John and Lillian 
Grove, Ivan and Kay. Tarnowsky, Pauline and Bill 
Dukes, Dan Jones, Ann Kleugel, and many others. 
Be on time, please! 

Murray Petersen's orchestra (¥ pieces!) will 
play 'til one... and best of all, we can relax 
awhile after the dancing is over and sing some 
carols, for there's no deadline on our departure. 

Reminders: your exchange gift, or Santa 
won't have one for you. And, be sure to retain 
the stub of your ticket, - no stub no plate no eat. 

Incidentally, Aunt Barbara's mechanical 
brain is busily matching applications of eager 
couples, and we hope a few dates will come of it. 

Seal 


ou if you don't have your ticket... there may 
be none left by now, but try the list of ticket 
sellers listed in the last YODELER. To namea 
few: Barbara Miller, Bob Smith, Bernice Bonds, 
Walter Ochse, Maxine and George Fogle, Bob 
and Sallie Gilbert, and party chairman, Barbara 
Tilden, All phone numbers in your Schedule. 
Orie try the Ski, Hut. 


DON'T FORGET SCHEDULE STUFFING 


Club Office, Tuesday, December ll 
at7:00. pm. 


Get Your Schedule Early! 
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WHO PAYS? 


Fifty years ago the fumes from a copper 
smelter at Kennet (now covered by Shasta Lake) 
destroyed all vegetation on square miles of hilly 
country. With no cover for the soil, it washed 
away, year by year, down the Sacramento River, 
filling the channel and sending costs of flood 
damage into astronomical figures. 

Now the loose soil is coming to rest in 
Shasta Reservoir, and the poison is clearing out 
of the ground so that re-forestation can begin. 
The Forest Service and the Bureau of Reclama- 
tion have just announced a joint program of re- 
planting and gully control for a strip along the 
west shore of the lake, by no means all the de- 
nuded area, but enough to protect the reservoir. 

The cost will be about $400, 000 to be sup- 
plied by Federal funds? Who supplies Federal 
funds? Why, you and I, of course, whose grand- 
parents allowed part of their earth to be so dev- 
aStated that it could not support a living thing. 

FaACMe 


REPORT :ON*+ CHAPTER “NEWSLETTERS 


A very interesting report on Chapter news- 
letters has just been completed by Vivian Schagen. 
We wish one question had been answered more 
fully. That is, how long from deadline to mail- 
box ? 

Angeles and Riverside are the only ones to 
mention time, and in each case it takes about 
two weeks. We Should like to know how long it 
takes Loma Prietan, Bonanza, and Hi-Sierrans 
to get into the mail. 

YODELER deadline is Monday evening, and 
it goes to the post office Thursday morning, less 
than three days. We're not boasting, it's a 
horribly tight schedule; (we don't always make 
it!), and we don't know how long we can keep it 
up. It does mean that YODELER is out quickly 
with the latest news from the Club office. 

We usually call Dave Brower or Ed Wayburn 
on Monday evening for stop-press news on con- 
servation, That's why we are now sending our 
complimentary copies of Chapter chairmen and 
editors by first-class mail when there is an im- 
portant news item which everyone should see 
fast as possible. BASING 
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ALONE WITH 1,000 YODELERS - 
ALMOST 


On November 19 the editorial staff worked 
long and hard on the YODELER. Ada Schwartz 
got the stencils typed on time, and Bay Cities 
Duplicating did their part by mimeographing the 
paper per schedule on November 21. 

Then the YODELER sat and sat and sat in the 
Club Office. Finally, November 27th, the office 
phoned ye olde editor with the happy news that 
the last issue was Still in the office ... forgotten 
by George Baldwin and his Hiking Section who 
were to take care of the mailing ... and forgotten 
by Acting Production Chief, Elsa Bailey. 

Horrified by the prospect of folding, stapling, 
and stuffing 1,000 Yodelers alone, I got busy on 
the phone. Elsa got busy, and George pitched 
in. Asaresult, about 16 miscellaneous, won- 
derful people showed up that evening, and the 
YODELER was ready for mailing in record 
time. We were through by 8 p: m. 

Thanks were due from all of you to all of 
those people... river tourers, hikers, knap- 
Sackers, car campers, NSS'ers, etc. who 
dropped their plans for the evening and helped out 
in the emergency. Thanks a million to all of 
them! And - our apologies for a late issue! 


--BT 


SIERRA CLUB 1956 BASE CAMP BOOK 


The Annual Base Camp Book will be pub- 
lished in January, according to an announcement 
of the Publication Committee. Covering the 
outings into three widely separated areas -- 
Bench Lake, Emerald Lake and the Glacier Peak 
Area in Washington - the Book will include not 
only accounts of these camping experience with 
prose, poetry and pictures, but will carry three 
articles of special interest. These are: 
"Dendrology (tree life) of the Agnes Valley, 
Glacier Peak Area'' by Warren Flock; ''Ecology 
from the Desert Zone to the Arctic Zone on 
Sawmill Pass'' by Peter Raven; and a ''Complete 
Guide to the Upper Basin of the South Fork of the 
Kings River'' by Oliver Kehrlein. 

Subscription applications have already gone 
out to Base Campers but other Sierra Clubbers 
and friends may subscribe by sending their 
checks for $3.50 (out of California addresses, 
$4.00) to Fred Smith, Treasurer, Base Camp 
Book Committee, 431 Bush Street, San Francis-~ 
CO! Ce alitomniars Print order will cover only 
those subscribing before press time so prompt 
action is indicated, 

For those who need a Book from a prior 
year to fill out a set, the Publication Commit- 
tee says there are a few copies left from most 
years. Price $4.00 to any address. State year 
or years needed when ordering - from same 
address above. 

--Oliver Kehrlein 


WILDFLOWER SLIDES 


California Botanical Society invites Sierra 
Club members and friends to see ''High Sierra 
Flowers'' Kodachromes by Harry Buckalew, 
Friday, December 14th at 8 p.m., Morrison 
Auditorium, California Academy of Science, 
Golden Gate Park, San Francisco. 


HEY FOLK DANCERS! 


You're invited to the Garfield Folk Dancers' 

Christmas party which will be held Saturday 

evening, December 15, in the new building at 
Live Oak Park, Berkeley. Festivities begin 
UE (3) [Og [8ale 
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CRYSTAL 
SNOWBALL GAZER 


Weldon F. Heald of Tucson, Arizona, 
Sierra Club's cystal snowball gazer, predicts 
less snow in the Sierra this winter than last 
winter but still enough for winter sports and 
water supplies. 

Heald has informed the Club that his studies 
indicate a total snowfall of about 275 inches at 
Soda Springs, near Donner Summit, this winter 
with proportionate snowfall elsewhere up and 
down the range. 

Heald believes there is a chance the total 
might go as high as 300 to 325 inches, since 
snowfall has been running 10 to 15 per cent 
above the amounts expected in the past three 
years, 

Many skiers, however, observe that they 
fare better in years that do not beat the rec- 
ord. Light years mean open roads and sun- 
nier week-ends. Anyway, depth isn't important 
because you only ski on the top. 

The Weather Bureau recorded a total snow- 
fall of 510.5 inches at Soda Springs last winter 
(1955-56), the largest total since the 788 
inches in 1951-52, the winter the Southern 
Pacific streamline was snowed-in above Emi- 

' grant Gap. 

Heald had predicted a total snowfall last 
winter of 450 inches if the precipitation went ac- 
cording to the expected trend. 

Heald has selected Soda Springs as the basis 
of his snow forecasts because snowfall records 
there go back to 1870. He supplements these 
by studies of tree rings which carry the rec- 
ords back to 1811. These studies reveal a 
cyclical rise and fall in total snowfall spanning 
about 15 years. The 1951-52 record snowfall 
of 788 inches culminated one of these 15 years 
cycles and then the trend turned downward. 

The following year (1952-53) snowfall at 
Soda Springs was 466.7 inches, in 1953-54 it 
was 315.5 inches. In 1954-1955 it was 334 
inches. Heald's forecast for the coming winter 
is in accord with his belief that the trend is 
still downward. 

Heald has been a student of Sierra weather, 
climate and glacier behavior for many years. 
Recently he discovered an unsuspected glacier 
on a desert peak on the Nevada-Utah border 
which is now being studied as a possible Great 
Basin National Park. 


RIVER TOURERS INVITE YOU! 


The RTS Christmas Party 
will be December 18th (Tuesday- 
no conflict with any week-end 
dates) at the Lake Merritt (in 
Oakland) Canoe House. 

The theme will be Christmas- 
in-a-mountain-chalet, and you'll be treated to 
music by a live combo!!! Anyone who enjoys 
good fellowship, dancing, and eating will have 
fun, 

Tickets are available for $1.25 from various 
section members, from the club office or at the 
door. 

You don't need a boat or a beau... . come 
anyway. 


Special 


CHRISTMAS SALE 


on 

FOLDBOATS 

Take advantage of this off-season 
discount to be a part of this glorious, 
fast growing sport ! Prices during 
this sale are lower than ever before 
(or will be again), This is your chance 
to put a real exciting package under 
that Christmas Tree - one that will 
open up a whole new vista of fun and 


adventure as well as introduce you to 
a large group of interesting new friends. 


The following popular models 
are available: 
Single Champ. Seven ply - $149.00 
Mu " with keel strips 158.00 
" Hammerit Hull 137.00 
Sport Seven ply - - 143.00 
" Hammerit Hull - 130.00 


LOU ELLIOTT, manufacturer's agent 
1957 Gaspar Drive 
Oakland. OL5-3801 
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MOUNTAINEARS HEAR 


Movies are better than ever - - how about 
those terrific shots in John Jay's Great White 
World of our own Elsa Bailey shooting the 
Arkansas River Rapids, and unlike many 
others, right side up! 


We've got some really exciting news about 
our editor's latest adventure. It seems she was 
driving along carefully minding her own busi- 
ness when this Key System train (what was it 
doing on the street anyway?) sneaked up and 
arrived at the same place at the same time. 

Barbara wasn't even scratched, but the 
Oldsmobile definitely came out second best. 
Insurance companies are wonderful and the 
car looks brand new and perfect again. 

And it wasn't her fault! 

Sslelr 


RAQUETTEERS BEGIN THE SEASON 


Beginners are especially welcome on the first 
snowshoe trip of the season which will be 
December 15-16 at Clair Tappaan Lodge. 

There will be easy hikes from the Lodge on 
Saturday and Sunday without packs. 

Snowshoes should be rented before you leave 
the Bay Area, and may be obtained at the Ski 
Hut in Berkeley, Kelly's in Oakland, or The 
Viking in San Francisco. Three types are avail- 
able, and we recommend either the tear-drop- 
shaped cross-country snowshoes, or the long 
ones with turned-up toes. The round ones, 
commonly known as bearpaws, are designed for 
climbing. 

Make your reservations for the Lodge with 
the Club office. Call leader Pauline Praasterink 
for transportation, Plaza 5-2074 (7:00 - 9:00 p. m) 


Many of our readers will remember the 
beautiful picture of the Minarets which 
appeared in the May 1951 issue of the 
Sierra Club Bulletin. It was taken by 
Philip Hyde - we hope you will enjoy 

it as the new mast head of the Yodeler. 


FLAT WATER FLEET'S 
FINAL FROLIC 


The Flat Water Fleet held its final frolic of 
the season at Estero Beach on Drakes Bay in 
Marin County. The fleeters enjoyed a day of 
sun and surfing. Among those also surfing was 
Sammy, the Seal, bobbing up and down upon the 
boaters. Squadrons of white pelicans also kept 
a supervising eye on the nautical activities. 
All of the surfers got "rocked and rolled" and 
came ashore dragging their boats behind them. 

Sunday morning saw the Flat Water Fleet 
beached due to poor visibility (fog). The crew 
enjoyed a non-stop breakfast, brunch and early 
lunch. The flat-footers. of the fleet explored the 
nearby beaches for marine life and found not 
beer cans but filled cans of emergency water 
rations for shipwrecked mariners. The water 
was all right if you didn't mind a little rust. 

A sortie to Shell Island to seek sea sheets 
and fresh crab cocktails concluded the crew's 
activities. A pizza party in San Rafael termi- 
nated the manuevers of the Flat Water Fleet 
until Spring. 

--Jackie Watkins 
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